



Welcome to worship this morning. Please sit where you would like. 
There is a hearing loop here if you need it and large print copies of 
this order - please ask a welcomer. 

Communion is offered as bread dipped (intincted) in wine. If you 
prefer the wafer not to be dipped, let the priest know when you 
come up. Gluten free wafers are also available - please request one 
before the service so that it can be consecrated with the others. 

The Gathering 

Greeting 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit 

Amen 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

and also with you.


Hymn 2 A Great and Mighty Wonder 
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Going home by 

another route 

A service of Eucharist for the 
Sunday after Christmas



Call to reconciliation 

Will this year be a time of new life, new ways for us – or will we 
continue to live the same old way? ... 


Let us confess to God our failures, as well as our hopes, as we 
begin this new year ... 


God of every moment,  
we admit that we always find the time 
to fill our stomachs,  
but not our souls. 
We spend hours watching television,  
but not the wonders of your creation.  
We fill our time with activity,  
yet ignore your invitation to sit and talk.  
We make resolutions to change every aspect of our lives, 

except for that which relates to you. 


Silence for reflection 

Forgive us, God of glory, 
and make us new.  
In the moments to come this year, 
remind us that if there is indeed ‘a time for everything’, 

then we do have those moments to spend in grace, 

seeking hope, finding joy, 
and for a relationship with our Lord and Saviour,  
Jesus Christ. 


Silence for reflection
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Assurance of pardon 

Today, we begin anew.  
Today, and every day, God offers us life and hope. 


Here, now, forever – we are forgiven and healed.  

Let this year be the year we will live as such people.  

Thanks be to God! 

Amen 


Gloria 

All glory be to God on high,
and to the earth be peace;
good will henceforth from heaven to earth
begin and never cease.
 

Almighty Father, Lord and God,
we praise you, heavenly King:
we worship you, we give you thanks,
your glorious name we sing.
 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God,
you take away our sin:
have mercy on us, hear our prayer
and grant us peace within.
 

For you alone are Holy Lord,
alone you are Most High:
with Father and with Spirit now
we praise and glorify!
 

words: John Paul Hoskins
tune: Winchester Old

The Collect 

the priest leads the prayer for the day 
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Liturgy of the Word 

Gospel Reading (we stand) 

When the Gospel is announced 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to…


Glory to you, O Lord 

at the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord


Praise to you, O Christ 

Hymn 782 Unto us a boy is born! 

Reflection 

Refugee - Malcolm Guide 

We think of him as safe beneath the steeple,


Or cosy in a crib beside the font,


But he is with a million displaced people


On the long road of weariness and want.


For even as we sing our final carol


His family is up and on that road,


Fleeing the wrath of someone else’s quarrel,


Glancing behind and shouldering their load.


Whilst Herod rages still from his dark tower


Christ clings to Mary, fingers tightly curled,


The lambs are slaughtered by the men of power,


And death squads spread their curse across the world.


But every Herod dies, and comes alone


To stand before the Lamb upon the throne.
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Prayers of Intercession 

Prayers are offered and may include the response 

Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us 

and at the end 

Merciful Father,


accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Amen 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

The Peace 

Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given,
and his name shall be the Prince of Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you
And also with you

Hymn 812 What child is this 

Eucharistic Prayer 

May the God of new beginnings be with you. 


And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 


We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God


It is right to give thanks and praise 
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The priest leads us in praise for God’s acts through history

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
[Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.]

The priest recalls the Last Supper 

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

The prayer continues and at the end we respond

Amen

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray


Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name; 

your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen 
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Breaking the bread

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ
Though we are many, we are one body 
because we all share in one bread.

Invitation to communion 

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people
Jesus Christ is holy
Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father

Prayer after Communion 

Son of Mary, Son of God,

we have joined the worship of the angels;

may we never lose that heavenly vision.


Like the shepherds,

we have rejoiced at the news of your birth;

help us to proclaim that message in word and deed,

to your praise and glory.


Amen. 

Hymn 66 Be thou my vision 
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Blessing and Dismissal 

May your eyes be opened to the wonder of the daily miracles 
around you and your sense of mystery be deepened. 


May you be aware of the light that shines in the darkness, and that 
the darkness can never put out. 


May you be blessed with companions on the journey,  
friends who will listen to you and encourage you with their 
presence. 


May you learn to live with what is unsolved in your heart, daring to 
face the questions and holding them 

until, one day, they find their answers. 


May you find the still, quiet place inside yourself 
where you can know and experience the peace that passes 
understanding. 


May love flow in you and through you to those who need your care. 


May you continue to dream dreams and to reach out into the future 
with a deeper understanding of God’s way for you. 


And may God’s blessing

the blessing of the creator, redeemer and sustainer of all

be always with you


Amen. 

Go in the peace to love and serve the Lord 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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