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Gathering Worship 

  

Hymn 432 Let us build a house 

Call to Worship 

God of welcome,  
You call us into Your presence, 
Gathered one and all  
In the richness and beauty of diversity that You willed into being. 

We bring our voices together in harmony with Yours 

As we gather to worship You. 


One God,  

Creator, Saviour and Spirit.  

Liturgy of the word 

  

Confession and Absolution 

We sit or kneel as a time of reflection is introduced 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you and our own humanity,  
by failing to see and appreciate the beauty  
present in the abundant diversity of your human creation.  
We are sorry.  
  

Jesus Christ, Word of God, Lord and Saviour, 
we have sinned against you by failing to equally accept  
all for whom you suffered and died, and 
excluding our brothers and sisters with different hues of skin.  
We are sorry.  
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Holy Spirit, Advocate and giver of every good gift, 
we have sinned against you and marred your Church, 
by excluding the gifts and talents you bestowed on your 
people, of different ethnicities, cultures, and languages. 
We are sorry.  
  

May the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
who created all humanity in their likeness, 
forgive your sin, 
enrich you with divine enlightenment, 
and empower you to serve all people  
revealing the equality, justice and love of God.  
Amen 

Collect for Racial Justice Sunday 

Merciful God, 
you are righteous and love justice: 
stir the hearts of your people that, 
rejoicing in our diversity,  
we may repent of the wrongs of the past, 
and, by your grace, seek the peaceful kingdom of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ,  
who lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.


Amen.  
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Gloria


Glory be to God in heaven,
peace to those who love him well;

on the earth let all his people –
speak his grace, his wonders tell:
Lord we praise you for your glory,
mighty Father, heaven’s king;
hear our joyful adoration
and accept the thanks we bring.

 
Only Son of God the Father,
Lamb, who takes our sin away,
now with him in triumph seated,
for your mercy, Lord, we pray:
Jesus Christ, most high and holy,
Saviour, you are God alone
in the glory of the Father
with the Spirit Three in One! 
  

Reading – Deuteronomy 30:15-20

  

The 1804 Bible offered to ‘Negro West Indians Slaves’ omitted 
many chapters of the Bible that we have in our possession today. 
For example, the Book of Exodus contained only chapters 19 and 
20; most chapters from Deuteronomy were omitted, including our 
text today; the entire Psalms and much more were also excluded.  

Therefore, as we read this passage today, we remind ourselves that 
God’s faithfulness had been hidden from some generations (our 
ancestors). We remind ourselves that people of every nation, tribe 
and tongue need to hear the good news of Christ, have access to 
the whole counsel of Scripture and experience the power of God’s 
Word.  

We read these words with confidence, humility and thankfulness; 
not as passive listeners but as sisters and brothers of Jesus Christ, 
who died to set us free from sin and reconcile us to God  
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At the end 
This is the word of the Lord


Thanks be to God 

Hymn 353 In Christ there is no east or west

  

Gospel Reading - Matthew 25.31-46  

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew


Glory to you, O Lord 

at the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord


Praise to you, O Christ 
  

Reflection

  

Creed (Written by R. Frances) 

 

We believe in one God,  

divine Creator of heaven and earth,  

and every human being.  
  

We believe in one Lord, 
Jesus Christ the only Word of God,  
through him, all beings were created 
in the image of God,  
reflected in diverse hues of skin, language, ethnicity, and 
culture.  
  

We believe in one Spirit, Holy Advocate and Gift Giver,  
who gives light to the people of God 

to discern and embrace the spiritual gifts  
of every brother and sister united in Christ.   
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We believe one God – Creator, Word, and Gift Giver,  
Holy Trinity, three beings in one,  
who embody divine unity, 
mutual equality, and abounding love extended to all.  
As One, they empower all believers to do the same.  

Amen 

  

  

Prayers  

The Peace 

the peace is introduced 

Hymn 241 God is here 

Liturgy of the Sacrament 

  

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here.


His Spirit is with us.


Lift up your hearts.


We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.


It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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We listen as the priest tells of God’s work in creation and respond:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

We listen as the priest recalls the Last Supper 

Great is the mystery of faith:


Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again 

The prayer continues at at the end we respond: 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray


Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name; 

your kingdom come,  

your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 
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The Breaking of bread 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.


Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread.

  

Invitation to communion 

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people


Jesus Christ is holy 

Jesus Christ is Lord 

to the glory of God the Father 
  

Most merciful Lord, 

your love compels us to come in. 

Our hands were unclean, 

our hearts were unprepared; 

we were not fit 

even to eat the crumbs from under your table. 

But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation, 

and share your bread with sinners. 

So cleanse and feed us 

with the precious body and blood of your Son, 

that he may live in us and we in him; 

and that we, with the whole company of Christ, 

may sit and eat in your kingdom. 

Amen. 
  

All are welcome to receive communion here.  

No one is turned away. 

If you prefer to come for a blessing, please bring this order with you 
to indicate this. 
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Prayer after communion


Gracious God, 
give to us whom you have fed and satisfied in this Eucharist, 
a hunger and thirst for what is right, pure, and just; 
enable us who have rejoiced and been made glad in You, 
to stand alongside those who have been silenced or cast aside; 

give to us who have glimpsed the light and life of heavenly places, 
be inspired to lead the cause of righteousness and justice,  
as we proclaim Your coming kingdom  
where all will live with Christ  
who is alive and reigns with you, now and for ever.  

Amen  
  

Hymn 797 We have a dream (omit v3)

  

  

Blessing and dismissal 
A Franciscan Blessing 
May God bless you with discomfort 
At easy answers, half-truths and superficial relationships, So that 
you may live deep within your heart.  

May God bless you with anger 
At injustice, oppression and exploitation of people, So that you 
may work for justice, freedom and peace.  

May God bless you with tears  
To shed for those who suffer pain, rejection, hunger and war, So 
that you may reach out your hand to comfort them  

And turn their pain into joy.  

And may God bless you with enough foolishness  
To believe that you can make a difference in the world, 
So that you can do what others claim cannot be done 
To bring justice and kindness to all our children and the poor. 


Amen  
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 St Edmund’s is an Inclusive Church. 

“We believe in inclusive church – a church which celebrates 

and affirms every person and does not discriminate.


We will continue to challenge the church where it continues to 

discriminate against people on grounds of disability, 

economic power, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, 

learning disability, mental health, neurodiversity, or 

sexuality.


We believe in a Church which welcomes and serves all 

people in the name of Jesus Christ; which is scripturally 
faithful; which seeks to proclaim the Gospel afresh for each 
generation; and which, in the power of the Holy Spirit, allows 
all people to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is 
the love of Jesus Christ.”


https://www.inclusive-church.org 
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Dates for your diary 

Tea and evensong 
Come for a cuppa and cake at 3.30pm, followed by evensong at 4. 
Or just come at 4 if you prefer.


Ash Wednesday - 22nd February 
In addition to our usual Wednesday morning service, there will eb a 
special Ash Wednesday service at 7.30pm with the opportunity for 
ashing.


Journeys in Prayer 
Tuesday afternoons in Lent, an opportunity to explore different 
types of prayer in interactive session. See posters for more details 
or ask the clergy


Lent Lunch 
Wednesday 1st March in St Edmund’s in aid of WaterAid


Warm Hub 
St Edmund’s is open and warm for you to come and sit and make 
hot drinks etc at the back - today and Wednesday until 4


Next week 
Service here at 10am
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Some materials for this service were prepared by members of the Race 
Equality Advisory Group for Coventry Diocese


Other liturgy is from Churches Together in Britain and Ireland, used with 
permission 

Copyright material is included from, Common Worship: Services and 
Prayers for the Church of England (2000); copyright © The Archbishops’ 
Council. Common Worship 
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