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Before the service 
  
This service of Eucharist (sometimes called Holy Communion) is at 
the heart of our worship as a church. 
  
It falls into two parts – first in the Liturgy of the Word we listen to the 
story of our faith through the words of the Bible and are invited to 
reflect on that in the sermon and in the prayers. 
  
Then we move into the Liturgy of the Sacrament. At the heart of this, 
we gather round God’s table to eat bread and drink wine together. In 
preparation for this, we remember God’s work through time and 
especially through his son Jesus Christ, and we recall the Last Supper 
he had with his followers. 
  
The Eucharist is one of the most profound parts of our worship, a 
holy mystery in which we are able to encounter God in bread and 
wine. Some people find this deeply moving and transformational. We 
pray this will be the case for you. 
  
During the service, the congregation say the parts in bold. 
The italics give an indication of where you might like to stand, kneel 
or sit. But they are only suggestions so please do whatever makes you 
feel comfortable at any point and helps you to worship. 
  
If you need gluten free bread, please let one of the welcomers know. 
We use non alcoholic wine in this church but if you prefer not to have 
wine, just return to your seat having received the bread. It is 
absolutely fine just to receive one of bread or wine. Similarly, if you 
prefer to come just for a blessing then make this known to the priest 
– you might like to bring this order with you or bow your head to 
indicate this. 
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The Gathering 

   
  

Hymn 

  
Welcome and greeting 

  
  
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
  
The priest greets the people 

  
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
and also with you. 
  

Prayer of Preparation 

  
This or another prayer may be said 

  
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love You, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of Penitence 

  
We sit or kneel and the minister introduces the confession 

  
Most merciful God, 
we confess to You, 
before the whole company of heaven and one another, 
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed 
and in what we have failed to do. 
Forgive us our sins and raise us to new life in Christ. 
Amen. 
  
  
Or these responses may be used 

  
Lord, have mercy,               Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy.             Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.               Lord, have mercy. 
  
 
The priest declares God’s forgiveness in these or other words 

May the Father of all mercies cleanse you from your sins, 
and restore you in His image 
to the praise and glory of His name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Gloria 
  
  
We stand together. 
This ancient hymn of praise may be said, or alternatives at the back of the 
book sung. 
  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
  
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.   
Amen. 
  

   
The Collect 

  
The priest introduces a period of silent prayer. Then the Collect, a prayer 
for the day is said, and all respond 
Amen.   
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The Liturgy of the Word 

  
Readings 

  
The congregation sits. 
  
One or two readings from the Bible precede the Gospel reading. 
  
At the end of each, the reader says 

For the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
  

Hymn 

  
The congregation stands. 
  
An acclamation may herald the Gospel reading. 
The congregation responds 

Alleluia. 
  
The reader announces the Gospel saying 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to ... 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
  
At the end 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
  

Sermon 

  
The congregation sits. 
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The Creed 

  
  
We stand. 
  
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son 
is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.    
Amen. 
  

This alternative creed may be used. 
  
I believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
  
I believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with love. 
  
I believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us with power from on high. 
I believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 

We sit or kneel. 
These or other responses may be used. 
  
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

or 

God hear us, God graciously hear us. 

and at the end 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
  

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

The Peace 

  
The congregation stands. 
The priest introduces the Peace, and then says 
  
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

We may be invited to offer one another a sign of peace by shaking hands, 
saying “peace be with you” or offering another greeting.  
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Hymn and Preparation of the Table 
  

The Eucharistic Prayer
We sit or stand as we prefer  

The Lord be with you        or        	 The Lord is here 
and also with you.              	 	 His Spirit is with us. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
  
The priest praises God and all respond, either saying 

  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

or singing 

  
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord, 
holy is the Lord God almighty: (x2) 
who was and is and is to come; 
holy, holy, holy is the Lord. 
  
Blessed, blessed, blessed is he who comes, 
blessed is he who comes in the Lord’s name. (x2) 
Hosanna in the highest heaven 
Blessed, blessed, blessed is the Lord. 
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The priest recalls the Last Supper. 
  
The following response is used 

  
Great is the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
  
The Eucharistic Prayer concludes with 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 
We sit. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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Breaking the bread 

  
The priest breaks the consecrated bread 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

The Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) may be said  

Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace. 
  

Giving of Communion 

  
The priest gives the invitation to communion 

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
  
or 
Jesus is the Lamb of God 
Who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive You, 
But only say the word and I shall be healed. 
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The priest and people receive communion. 
Those from other churches and all who wish to are welcome to receive 
communion or a blessing. 
A welcomer will indicate to you when to come to the front. 
  

 Prayer after Communion 

The priest leads us in prayer, or we say this together 

Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

Before the service ends, we share news from our community. 
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The Dismissal

Hymn 

 

The Blessing 

  
The congregation stands and the priest declares God’s blessing in these or 
other words  

The peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds  
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen.  

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
In the name of Christ. 
Amen. 
  
Please stay after the service for refreshments and a time to chat. 
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Alternative Gloria 1 

Glory be to God in heaven, 
peace to those who love him well; 
on the earth let all his people 
speak his grace, his wonders tell: 
Lord, we praise you for your glory, 
mighty Father, heaven's king; 
hear our joyful adoration 
and accept the thanks we bring. 
  
Only Son of God the Father, 
Lamb who takes our sin away, 
now with God in triumph seated 
for your mercy, Lord, we pray: 
Jesus Christ, most high and holy, 
Saviour, you are God alone 
in the glory of the Father 
with the Spirit: Three-in-One! 

  
Tune: Ode to joy 

Michael Perry (1942 - 1996)  © Mrs B Perry/Jubilate 

  
  
  

15



Alternative Gloria 2 

Glory in the highest 
to the God of heaven! 
Peace to all your people 
through the earth be given: 
mighty God and Father, 
thanks and praise we bring, 
singing alleluias 
to our heavenly King. 
 
Jesus Christ is risen, 
God the Father’s Son: 
with the Holy Spirit, 
you are Lord alone! 
Lamb once killed for sinners, 
all our guilt to bear, 
show us now your mercy, 
now receive our prayer. 
  
Christ the world’s true Saviour, 
high and holy one, 
seated now and reigning 
from your Father’s throne: 
Lord and God, we praise you; 
highest heaven adores: 
in the Father’s glory, 
all the praise be yours! 

Tune: Camberwell (At the name of Jesus) 
Christopher Idle 
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Alternative Gloria 3 

Glory be to God in heaven,
And to all his people, peace.
Heav’nly King, almighty Father,
May our worship never cease;
May our voices ever thank you,
Songs of blessing ever send,
May we always live to praise you,
For your glory without end.
 

Jesus, Son of God the Father,
Merciful beyond compare,
All our sin, by you forgiven;
Lamb of God, receive our prayer.
Jesus, you alone are holy,
Jesus, you alone are Lord,
With the Holy Spirit reigning,
And the Father—glorious God! 

Tune: Abbot’s Leigh 
Alexander Crawford 
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Alternative gloria 4 

To God we sing on high 
With worship, thanks and praise; 
His glory reigns beyond the sky: 
Brings peace to human days. 

In Christ we see the face 
Of love, the only Son, 
The Lamb of God whose saving grace 
O’er sin and death has won. 

Receive our prayer, O Lord, 
The high and holy one – 
In Jesus Christ and Spirit poured 
The Father’s glory’s done! 

Tune: Sandys 
© Neil Thompson 2018 
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Our Sunday services in St. Edmund’s are all at 10.30am and on the 
fourth Sunday of the month it’s Café Sunday, a more informal service. 
We also meet on Wednesdays at 10.30am for a service of Eucharist. 
  
Contact details 

  
Rector                       	  
Revd Sarah Edmonds Maguire                	  
rector@shipstonchurch.org 
07951 064778 

Parish Safeguarding Officer 
We want our church to be a place that is safe for everyone. If you 
have a safeguarding concern, you can email 
safeguarding@shipstonchurch.org 
or find other contact details and organisations that can help on the 
noticeboards at the back of church. Our Parish Safeguarding Officer 
will be wearing a church lanyard to help identify them when they are 
in church. 

Website                    	 www.shipstonchurch.org 
Facebook                  	 St. Edmund’s Church Shipston 

We don’t take a collection in our services but if you 
would like to give to the work of the church you 
can scan the QR code here. 
There is also a contactless machine and a box for 
cash donations at the back of the church. 
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